
 

Imagine a world where every product was a service. A future of zero owner-
ship. A future where all products were designed to last, to be reused, repaired 
and recycled keeping products and materials in the loop. It sounds amazing, 
right? This year LAUNCH invites up to 10 innovators to join a design revolution 
to help make Circular Economy a reality.

JOIN THE DESIGN REVOLUTION TO 
ENABLE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

PRESS RELEASE | MAY 30, 2017

At the World Circular Economy Forum (WCEF) in 
Helsinki June 5th 2017, LAUNCH  partners will 
be announcing this year’s Innovation Challenge: 
Design & Manufacturing for a Circular Economy. 
We seek innovators globally with the potential to 
create a shift in the way we design and manu-
facture for a circular and inclusive society. We 
urge individuals, teams, start-ups and estab-
lished companies and organisations to apply, 
and help us find the answers to this year’s chal-
lenge. 

Joining us for the announcement of this years 
LAUNCH Innovation Challenge will be WCEF 
2017 Keynote Speaker Dr. Cady Coleman, for-
mer NASA Astronaut and polymer chemist.   

“Never before has international collaboration been 
more important to accelerate our transition to a 
more sustainable way of life on earth. I look for-
ward to joining the World Circular Economy Forum 
in Helsinki to help connect businesses, govern-
ments, cities and innovators who are working to 
enable this transition”, says Dr. Cady Coleman, 
former NASA Astronaut. 

This year LAUNCH offers up to 10 innovators the 
unique opportunity to join and get access to the 

LAUNCH network of industry pioneers, govern-
ment, investors and previous innovators to col-
lectively work to build and accelerate the inno-
vations. This will include receiving personal 
mentoring and help to test, pilot and scale the 
innovations.  

The LAUNCH partners look forward to this 
year’s innovators and their solutions and how 
they can help create new joint ventures and ac-
celerate the circular economy even further: 

“At IKEA Group we want to play an active role in 
the transition to a circular economy. This year we 
are looking for innovators, disruptive ideas and 
fresh mindsets who can inspire the whole industry 
to design products and services for a circular 
economy”, says Håkan Nordkvist, Head of Sus-
tainability Innovation, IKEA Group. 

One critical component in enabling a Circular 
Economy is that we start designing and manu-
facturing products in new ways. If products are 
to last, reused, repaired and recycled we need 
to empower designers and manufacturers to 
make better choices regarding materials, 
binders, coating and manufacturing technolo-
gies:



“New design and manufacturing processes are 
critical to accelerate the transition to a Circular 
Economy. At Novozymes we look forward to work 
with and help innovators from around the world, 
who can help inspire and lead this transition”, 
says Claus Stig Pedersen, Head of Corporate 
Sustainability, Novozymes. 

Vigga Svensson is a 2014 LAUNCH Nordic In-
novator, who recently won the Design Design 
Award 2017 on best customer experience. De-
sign is at the heart of her success and to this 
she says: 

“To go from selling products to delivering a circu-
lar subscription service, you need to rethink how 
you design both the products, the customer jour-
ney and your service. I believe that rethinking 
design is at the heart of enabling Circular Econ-
omy and I hope that we see a lot of great innova-
tors joining LAUNCH this year”, says Vigga 
Svensson, Founder, Vigga.us - LAUNCH Nordic 
Innovator 2014 

Deadline for applications will be September 1, 
2017. In October 2017 the top 10 innovations 
will be selected and participants will take part 
in a unique acceleration program that provides 
support, networking, and mentoring from in-
fluential businesses and government leaders. 

“Circular Economy is on everybody's lips these 
years. But action rather than talk and reports will 
drive the transition. That’s why I love working 
with pioneering partners and innovators through 
LAUNCH. I look forward to hosting this years 
LAUNCH Forum at Kvadrat in November where 
we will meet with the selected innovators and 
help them go to scale”, says Anders Byriel, CEO, 
Kvadrat 

This year’s LAUNCH Innovation Challenge on 
Design & Manufacturing for Circular Economy 
will be announced June 5th at 15.00 (CET) at 
the WCEF in Helsinki (Finlandia Hall) and on-
line at launch.org

CONTACT INFORMATION 

For more information about LAUNCH or this year’s Innovation Challenges please contact Sofus Midtgaard, LAUNCH Nordic: +45 
30220111 - or sofus@launch.org 

FOR MORE ABOUT THE PARTICIPATING LAUNCH PARTNERS AND INNOVATORS PLEASE CONTACT 

• IKEA Group: Corporate Communications - +46 (0)72 886 57 81 or communications.gl@ikea.com 

• Novozymes: Rene Tronborg: retr@novozymes.com 

• Kvadrat: Alice Rasmussen: +45 8953 1862 or ar@kvadrat.org  

• vigga.us: Peter R. Svensson:+45 22665595 or  peter@vigga.us 

ABOUT LAUNCH 

LAUNCH was founded in 2009 as a strategic partnership between NASA, NIKE, Inc., the US Department of State, and the US Agency for 
International Development. LAUNCH identifies and supports visionaries whose ideas, technologies, or programs have the potential to 
create a better world. Through a series of meetings, events, and an annual forum, LAUNCH has successfully introduced innovations that 
are solving urgent challenges facing our society today. 

Since its founding, LAUNCH has attracted numerous additional strategic partners and supporters. In 2016, LAUNCH ran multiple chal-
lenges focusing on Food, Smarter Chemistry and on Closing the Loop. LAUNCH Nordic is a partnership between IKEA Group, Novozymes, 
Kvadrat, Vinnova, The Capital Region of Denmark, Region Skåne, The Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Danish Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, and Malmö Stad.  

Read more about LAUNCH Nordic at http://www.launch.org/nordic
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